
In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly 
with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term. 

  

 

 

2020-2021  ELA Syllabus     Term 1 
 
Teacher: Mandy Brimmer  E-mail: mandy.brimmer@biloxischools.net  
Teacher’s Website: https://www.biloxischools.net/Domain/2034 

Tests and Grades 
 

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=70-79  D=65-69  F=below 65  I=incomplete 
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued. 
 
Retesting: A student will be allowed to retest within 10 days of receiving his or her test grade. 
Students must be given the opportunity to retest on major/unit tests provided by the teacher. 

Term tests will not be retested.  Students will be required to meet with teachers during 
designated times throughout the school day. The meeting times will be left to the discretion of 

the classroom teacher. Students will not be permitted to retest on activity grades. 
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Students will have homework nightly, and they complete 

weekly assignments on google classroom. 
Important Dates: 
Midterm Progress Reports: September 4 Report Cards:  October 16 
 
2020- Course Syllabus for ELA    Term 1 
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is 
expected to master. 
 
Standards for Reading Literature: Key Ideas and Details  RL.4.1 Refer to details and 
examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text.  RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 
summarize the text.  RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).  
 
Standards for Informational Text: Key Ideas and Details  RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples 
in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text.  RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text.  RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in 
the text.  
 
Phonics and Word Recognition RF.4.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words.  RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter sound 
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context. Fluency RF.4.4 Read 
with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  RF.4.4a Read grade level text 
with purpose and understanding.  RF.4.4b Read grade level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.  RF.4.4c Use context to 
confirm or self correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
 
 
Writing Standards : Text Types and Purposes W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  W.4.2a Introduce a topic clearly and 
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group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  W.4.2b Develop the topic 
with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to 
the topic.  W.4.2c Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., 
another, for example, also, because).  W.4.2d Use precise language and domain specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  W.4.2e Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the information or explanation presented. Production and Distribution of 
Writing  W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including 
grade 4.)  W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills. Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge  W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation 
of different aspects of a topic.  W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and 
provide a list of sources.  W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  W.4.9a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
“Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).  W.4.9b Apply grade 4 Reading 
standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text”). Range of Writing  W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Language  Conventions of Standard English: L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing (printing, cursive, or 
keyboarding) or speaking.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. Knowledge of Language L.4.3 Use 
knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade 
appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases, including those that 
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that 
are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing 
animal preservation). 
 
Speaking and Listening Standards: Comprehension and Collaboration  SL.4.1 Engage 
effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with 
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  SL.4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion.  SL.4.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned 
roles.  SL.4.1c Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and 
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make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.  SL.4.1d 
Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion.  SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable pace.  SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  SL.4.6 
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations 
where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when 
appropriate to task and situation.  
 
Tests: Students will complete spelling and vocabulary activities biweekly. Students will also 
complete bi-weekly Reading mid unit and unit assessments. 
  
Course Requirements: Students will be required to complete classwork, homework, tests, 
research projects, Standards Mastery, and a Common Term Assessment. Failure to adequately 
complete these assignments or turn in these assignments will result in a loss of points for 
completion. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


